
 

  
 

LANDLORDS WILL HAVE LESS SAY IN WHO LIVES IN THEIR INVESTMENT PROPERTY, AND WHAT COSMETIC CHANGES 
TENANTS CAN MAKE TO IT, UNDER SWEEPING CHANGES TO NSW RESIDENTIAL TENANCY LAWS. FIXED-TERM LEASES 
WILL ALSO BECOME A THING OF THE PAST. 
 
In November 2009, the NSW Government released the Residential Tenancies Bill 2009, which proposes some 
of the most radical changes in decades to the control and management of hundreds of thousands of rental 
properties in NSW. 
 
Just a few examples of the changes proposed are detailed below. 
 
Sub-letting 
Under the proposed reforms, a landlord’s right to decide who inhabits their property may be able to be 
challenged. 
 
The concept of permitting sub-letting without the consent of the landlord, and for there to potentially be an 
increasing stream of sub-tenants, will simply open a Pandora’s Box of issues for landlords. 
 
Cosmetic changes 
The proposed changes also provide that a landlord must not unreasonably withhold consent “to a fixture, or to 
an alteration, addition or renovation that is of a minor or cosmetic nature”. There is no definition of what is 
“minor or cosmetic” in the Bill. 
 
What is minor or cosmetic to a tenant may not be what is minor or cosmetic to a landlord. In addition, a minor 
or cosmetic change made by one tenant will not necessarily suit the next tenant. Such changes may also 
result in damage that is irreversible. 
 
Landlords must retain the right to say ‘no’. 
 
Fixed-term tenancies 
Another proposed change will result in fixed-term tenancies becoming a thing of the past. Tenants will be able 
to break a lease, during the fixed term, without any special ground by giving just 14 days notice to the landlord 
and paying a break fee. 
 
This single, dramatic change to current practice has the greatest potential of any of the proposed changes to 
utterly destroy landlord confidence. 
 
What is the point of a landlord entering into a fixed-term tenancy that is unable to be enforced? 
 
A need for appropriate reform 
The stated objective of the reforms to “fairly balance the rights and obligations of tenants and landlords” is 
laudable. There is clearly a pressing need for reform in some areas of the residential tenancies regime. 
However the changes proposed will instead substantially shift the balance of power further in favour of 
tenants. 
 
In a market where many landlords are already only deriving a marginal return, measures such as those 
proposed may well be the straw that breaks the camel’s back. 
 
The way forward – your voice is important 
The changes proposed in the Residential Tenancies Bill are set to significantly affect your rights as a landlord. 
 
If you do not agree with the proposed changes, you should contact your local Member of Parliament 
as a matter of urgency and make them aware of your concerns. It is your MP who will ultimately vote 
for or against these changes. Contact details for your local MP are attached. 
 
We would also encourage you to register your opinion at www.reinsw.com.au/rtafeedback. 
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FURTHER DETAILS RELATING TO THE OFFICES OF MINISTERS 
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Keneally, The Hon Kristina Kerscher 
Premier, and Minister for Redfern Waterloo 
 

Level 40, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 5239 9228 3934 

Tebbutt, The Hon Carmel Mary 
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Level 30, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 4866 9228 4855 

†Hatzistergos, The Hon John  
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Reform, and Vice President of the Executive Council 
 

Level 33, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 4977 9228 3600 

†Roozendaal, The Hon Eric Michael 
Treasurer, and Special Minister of State 
 

Level 36, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place Sydney 2000 

9228 3535 9228 4469 

Campbell, The Hon David Andrew 
Minister for Transport and Roads 
 
 

Level 35, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 
GPO Box 5341, Sydney 2001 

9228 3777 9228 3722 

Firth, The Hon Verity Helen, BA, LLB 
Minister for Education and Training 
 

Level 31, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 4130 9228 4131 

†Kelly, The Hon Anthony Bernard 
Minister for Planning, Minister for Infrastructure, and 
Minister for Lands 
 

Level 34, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 3999 9228 3988 

Sartor, The Hon Frank Ernest 
Minister for Climate Change and the Environment, and 
Minister Assisting the Minister for Health (Cancer) 
 

Level 35, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 5811 9228 5499 

Burney, The Hon Linda Jean, HonDEd, DipEd 
Minister for the State Plan, and Minister for Community Services 
 

Level 30, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 4455 9228 4640 

Daley, The Hon Michael John, DipLaw 
Minister for Police, and Minister for Finance 
 

Level 31, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 5665 9228 5699 

†Robertson, The Hon John Cameron 
Minister for Industrial Relations, Minister for Commerce, 
Minister for Energy, and Minister for Public Sector Reform 
 

Level 35, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 5661 9228 5168 

*†Macdonald, The Hon Ian Michael BA (Hons) 
Minister for State and Regional Development, 
Minister for Mineral and Forest Resources, 
Minister for Major Events, and Minister for the Central Coast 
 

Level 36, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 3344 9228 3452 

Lynch, The Hon Paul Gerard 
Minister for Ageing, Minister for Disability Services, and 
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 
 

Level 34, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 3333 9228 5551 

Whan, The Hon Steven (Steve) James Robert 
Minister for Primary Industries, Minister for Emergency Services, 
and Minister for Rural Affairs 
 

Level 33, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 3800 9228 3804 

McKay, The Hon Jodi Leyanne 
Minister for Tourism, Minister for the Hunter, Minister for Science 
and Medical Research, and Minister for Women 
 

Level 31, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 5668 9228 3698 

Borger, The Hon David Lawrence, BEc 
Minister for Housing, Minister for Western Sydney, and 
Minister Assisting the Minister for Transport and Roads 
 

Level 37, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 3555 9228 3585 

Perry, The Hon Barbara Mazzel, BA, LLB 
Minister for Local Government, 
Minister Assisting the Minister for Planning, and Minister Assisting 
the Minister for Health (Mental Health) 
 

Level 32, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 4820 9228 4484 

Costa, The Hon Phillip John, DipEd 
Minister for Water, and Minister for Corrective Services 
 

Level 34, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 5055 9228 5388 

Greene, The Hon Kevin Patrick, DipTeach, BEd 
Minister for Gaming and Racing, and 
Minister for Sport and Recreation 
 

Level 11, 52 Phillip Street,  
Sydney 2000 

9228 5331 9228 5549 

Judge, The Hon Dianne Virginia, BEd 
Minister for Fair Trading, and Minister for the Arts 
 

Level 36, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 5900 9228 5899 
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West, The Hon Graham James 
Minister for Juvenile Justice 
 

Level 13, 55 Hunter Street, 
Sydney 2000 

9228 4228 9228 4598 

McLeay, The Hon Paul Edward 
Minister for Ports and Waterways, and Minister for the Illawarra 
 

Level 35, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 4777 9228 5196 

†Primrose, The Hon Peter Thomas 
Minister for Small Business, Minister for Volunteering, Minister for 
Youth, and Minister Assisting the Premier on Veterans’ Affairs 
 

Level 35, Governor Macquarie Tower, 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney 2000 

9228 5451 9228 3452 

 
† Denotes Member of the Legislative Council 

 
DETAILS RELATING TO THE OFFICES OF OPPOSITION LEADERS 

AND OTHER PARTY LEADERS 
 
Member 
 

Parliamentary Address Telephone No. Facsimile No. 

O’Farrell, Mr Barry Robert 
Leader of the Opposition 
 

Parliament House, Macquarie Street, Sydney 2000 9230 2270 9221 8208 

Skinner, Mrs Jillian Gell 
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